POMPEY AND CAESAR,

OR  THE  DEFEAT  OF  THE  REPUBLICAN
ARISTO GR A G Y

IT was no long time before Rome found herself threatened
with a fresh outbreak of public disorder. Sulla being no
more, the Senate was seized with panic and, having
learnt from experience that nothing but force of arms
could hold the plebs in awe, it called in the aid of a young
general of twenty-six, named Gnaius Pompeius.
The precaution was wisely taken, for two disturbances
soon broke out, the one aided and abetted by the Consul
Lepidus, who had remained loyal to the memory of
Marius, the other by Spartacus, who had incited the
slaves to revolt.
Pompey vanquished them both, with the help of the
Praetor, Marcus Licinius Grassus, who had turned
general for the nonce. For a little while it was thought
that the two saviours of their country, each with an army
at his command, were about to fall upon each other,
but they had the good sense to adjust their differences
and to secure their simultaneous election to the consul-
ship.
Henceforth, Rome had two masters, both of them mere
politicians. No sooner were they securely in office, than
these champions of public order found no more urgent
work on hand than to betray the trust which the Senate
had reposed in them and to pander to the ambitions of
the common people, both being equally convinced, not